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ABSTRACT

MEET OUR SPEAKER
Professor Wong is an Advisor/Research Chair Professor (Environmental Science), The Education University 
of Hong Kong; Chang Jiang Chair Professor of the Ministry of Education, China; and a Member of the 
European Academy of Sciences and Arts. He served as the Coordinator of Central and North-East Asia of 
‘Regionally based assessment of Persistent Toxic Substances’ and a Panel Member (of three experts) of 
‘Chemicals Management Issues of developing countries and countries with economies in transition,’ sponsored 
by UNEP/GEF, during 2001-2003, and 2010-2012, respectively; and Editor-in-Chief of Environmental 
Geochemistry and Health (EGAH) (Springer Nature) between 2003-2022.

Final-year project students, research students, and even junior scientists face various difficulties in writing their scientific 
papers, especially when submitting their articles for journal publication. Research students in many universities must 
publish papers in peer-reviewed journals before graduation. Though not stipulated in any regulations, research students 
in Hong Kong are also encouraged to do the same while pursuing their research programs (i.e., PhD, MPhil). Ideally, 
final-year project students should be exposed to learning about writing scientific reports. The principal objective of this 
presentation is to share my experience in writing scientific papers for journal publications in environmental and biological 
sciences. It starts with preparing the draft, different parts of the manuscript, their purposes, and how to write them. Final 
checks, English editing, and inclusion of a cover letter are essential before submission to an appropriate international 
peer-reviewed journal. We should be aware of the potential ethical issues involved in writing papers. Revising the 
manuscript according to reviewers’ and editor’s comments and responses to all comments should be dealt with carefully. 
Common errors made by research students will be discussed. 

He was awarded the Croucher Senior Fellow (Croucher Foundation of Hong Kong) in 1997; the Royal Society 
Visiting Fellow (Royal Society, UK) in 2000; the Milton Gordon Award for Excellence in Phytoremediation 
(International Phytotechnology Society) in 2016; Fellow of the Society of Environmental Geochemistry and 
Health (SEGH) in 2018; and Silver Medal (for Upgrading Food Waste as Fish Feeds) of the International 
Inventions (Geneva) in 2019. His research areas included ‘Environmental toxicology,’ ‘Ecological 
restoration,’ and ‘Resource reuse.’ In addition to his PhD (Durham), he was awarded two DSc Degrees 
(Durham, Strathclyde) based on published papers in 1992 and 2004. According to the List of the World’s Top 
2% Scientists (Stanford University: 2020, 2021, 2022), Professor Wong is ranked No. 6 (career-long) under 
Environmental Sciences. 
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